TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH AND DISSENSION
In the Printed Books too there were great changes. On Baber's
retirement Panizzi was promoted to be Keeper over the head of Gary,
who was regarded as disqualified by his age and notorious infirmity;
he had recently recovered from a fit of insanity. Panizzi had only
made application after learning from Gary that he had no objection
to make. Gary, however, took offence and complained bitterly to the
Lord Chancellor in his well-known letter of July I7th, 1837, which
was published (presumably by himself) in The Times of the next day.
He there urged that "my age, between 64 and 65 years, it was plain,
might rather ask for me that alleviation of labour which, in this as
in many other public offices, is gained by promotion to a superior
place." Gary had not read the signs of the times, and luckily his suc-
cessful rival was far from looking to promotion for alleviation of
labour, Gary also complained that Panizzi was not only his sub-
ordinate and junior but also a foreigner, as if the Museum staff had
not abounded in foreigners ever since the foundation. No such com-
plaint had been made on the promotions of Maty or Planta; but
vulgar nationalism had increased since Waterloo, and Gary had
many ardent and injudicious friends who campaigned against the
appointment. It must be admitted that Panizzi owed his appointment
to the fact that he was a political refugee.
Gary was followed in 1838 as senior Assistant by the Rev. Richard
Garnett (1789-1850), a very remarkable self-taught linguist and
philologist, and now a retired country clergyman. Garnett's death in
1850 occasioned much sorrow, but it had its compensation, for it
was the occasion of the very early addition to the staff of his young
son Richard, afterwards to play so great a part in the Library.
According to the son (in D.Jtf.B*) the father was not active in the
reforms instituted by Panizzi. He seems to have been of the type
of pure scholar, though wielding a lively pen, which is not given to
all scholars. He dealt principally with the Northern European and
Oriental tongues, leaving the Romance tongues' to Panizzi; his
scholarship extended to many obscure tongues and dialects. Before
him the Germanic tongues had been dealt with by Dr. Schier. .
Just before Garnett there came in another linguist, and a member
of a literary family,11 the man who was to be Panizzi's adjutant and
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